
From APPLAUSE, Book by Betty Comden, Adolph Green
Music by Charles Strouse, Lyrics by Lee Adams (suggested musical format)

KAREN
          (to Margo)

Margo, you’ve been kicking us all around long enough. Someone ought to give you
a good swift one for a change!

(She leaves.)

EVE
Miss Channing . . . if I ever dreamed that anything I did could possibly cause you any
unhappiness, or come between you and your friends . . . please believe me.

MARGO
           (in a low, weary voice)

Oh, I do. And I’m full of admiration for you.
              (stands, approaches Eve)

If you can handle yourself on the stage with the same artistry you display off the
stage . . . well, my dear, you are in the right place.

(She speaks the following lines as the music
of WELCOME TO THE THEATRE  begins.)

Welcome to the theater, to the magic, to the fun!

(She sings.)

          WHERE PAINTED TREES AND FLOWERS GROW
          AND LAUGHTER RINGS FORTISSIMO,
          AND TREACHERY’S SWEETLY DONE!

          NOW YOU’VE ENTERED THE ASYLUM,
          THIS PROFESSION UNIQUE
          ACTORS ARE CHILDREN
          PLAYING HIDE-AND-EGO-SEEK . . .

          SO WELCOME, MISS EVE HARRINGTON,
          TO THIS BUSINESS WE CALL SHOW,
          YOU’RE ON YOUR WAY
          TO WEALTH AND FAME,
          UNSHEALTH YOUR CLAWS,
          ENJOY THE GAME!
          YOU’LL BE A BITCH
          BUT THEY’LL KNOW YOUR NAME
          FROM NEW YORK . . . TO KOKOMO

          WELCOME TO THEATRE,
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